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Team Global – Bringing the World to Essex Scouting


THEME: THE 1ST MAN ON THE MOON

	Style
	Activity
	Zone
	What Do I Need?

	Visits
	Visit the science museum in South Kensington, London. There are a variety of exhibitions and events relating to the moon landings and space exploration generally:

http://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/visitmuseum/subjects/space.aspx
During your visit you could take in a trip to the Imax cinema – 3 of the 6 films currently have space themes: Fly me to the moon, Hubble and Space Station. See link below for more details:

http://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/visitmuseum/imax.aspx
The Greenwich Observatory, incorporating the London Planetarium (the one next to Madame Tussauds isn’t there any more). For details follow the link:

http://www.tourist-information-uk.com/planetarium.htm
A little further a field (in Cheshire) is the Jodrell Bank observatory, housing the Lovell radio telescope and various other astronomical facilities. The link to the visitor centre page of the web site is:

http://www.jb.man.ac.uk/visitorcentre/

	Global
Beliefs & Attitudes
	Planned day out
· Venue

· Cost

· Lunch arrangements

· Travel arrangements

· Purpose – what will we achieve

	Activity
	Alternatively try astronomy nearer to home. There are clubs and societies around the county with enthusiasts happy to share their knowledge and guide your efforts. By way of example The North Essex Astronomical Society has its own observatory and has run sessions for Cubs and Scouts. They also arrange monthly talks that are open to the public. See http://northessexastro.wordpress.com/ 
	Outdoors and Adventure
	As required by specific group hosting

	Debate
	This House Believes …
… that man has never landed on the moon

Or

… the Apollo moon programme was a fraud
	Exploring Beliefs and Attitudes
	See below for more details and info

	Activity
	Space on the large and small silver screens
· Explore films and series based on space as part of an evening programme

· Perhaps use it as the basis for a fundraising exercise – a Star Trek marathon showing all films back to back
	Creative
	See below for more ideas


Debate:

There is a well documented and developed conspiracy theory relating to the Apollo moon landings of the 1960’s and 70’s. It is suggested that they never happened but were mocked up Hollywood style. There is plenty of information on the internet, and several books have been published. One example is Dark Side of the Moon (the book not the Pink Floyd album), available from Essex Libraries.

Why not stage a formal debate with a motion such as:

This house believes that man has never landed on the moon

Or

This house believes the Apollo moon programme was a fraud.

Normal debating format, a proposer and a second and an opposer and a second, with a chairman to see fair play. Each give a prepared presentation – you can decide if it is just a speech or if they can use other media images and video clips etc to illustrate different points are available on line, decide on time limits etc.

At the end the rest of the meeting vote for or against the motion.

An interesting twist is to follow the debate by watching the film Capricorn 1. I won’t give anything away for those who have not seen it but it is relevant to point of the debate.

Space on the screen

Outer space has been the inspiration for countless films and TV programmes. Ignoring the many documentaries there are still a wide range of different treatments. 

On the serious side there are things such as 2001: A Space Odyssey and Apollo 13. Then there are comedies, for example 3rd Rock from the Sun, Hitch-hiker’s Guide to the Galaxy, My Parents are Aliens, Men in Black – the last two are notable in that all the action is here on Earth. There are also big blockbuster movies such as the Alien series, the Star Trek movies, Superman, Flash Gordon and of course the Star Wars series – interesting in that they started by making episode 4, then 5 and 6 and there was a long gap (about 20 years) before they went back to make episodes 1,2 & 3. This doesn’t alter the plot but cinematography, particularly special effects, had moved on significantly. Do the two halves fit well or is there a lack of fit?

Then there are the television dramas, Dr Who, Blakes 7, Star Trek and its spin offs etc.

There are lots of things you can do based on these. You could just have a film night but here are a few other thoughts. You’ll come up with your own better ideas I’m sure.

Dr Who – watch examples of the different incarnations of the Dr from the original black and white film through to the present day. What are the different character traits that different actors have brought to this same role? How have the costumes and script changed. What else has altered as technology has developed over the 40yrs or so the Dr has been about?

Star Trek – similar idea but explore how the Federation’s role in the universe has changed from the earliest exploits of Captain Kirk through to the New Generation and other related spin offs (and the films).

Watch a selection of different space films then consider: do the directors present different ideas or just different takes on the same thing e.g.:

· Are there common themes that different films explore, like speed of travel, weaponry, power sources, communications, medicine?

· Who is superior – man or alien, are we master or mastered? 

· Is being a “space man” glamorous, dangerous, a desirable occupation, a fact of life? Does that change consistently with when the story is set in time? 

· Robots and other artificial intelligence play a big role in space travel and science fiction. What is our relationship with them?

· Is the film about space at all or is this just a glamorous setting for a zap and blast action story, a love story, a power struggle, a treasure hunt, etc.?
